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  they knew it was disingenuous when they distributed their letter to 
the community. I believe it is up to them, personally, to put the 
matter right in an equally public way.” 

Citizens’ Groups Prominent at Beaver 

Valley Fall Fair 

 

The Citizens’ Corner booth was a busy place. 

          
               Blue Mountain Ratepayers                   VOCAL: Voices of Our Community 
                             Association                                      for Accountable Leadership 

Citizens’ groups were prominent at the Beaver Valley Fall Fair, with 
three groups, Citizens’ Corner, VOCAL: Voices of Our Community 
for Accountable Leadership, and the Blue Mountains Ratepayers 
Association joining groups such as the Beaver River Watershed 
Initiative, and Beaver Valley Outreach in hosting information 
booths on their activities, and signing up new members. 
There was a lot of interest in their activities and people seemed to 
welcome their presence.  

 

Mayor McKean, Chair and Maurice 

Pepper, Vice-Chair of the Library Board 

reignite passions on Library Issues  

A letter signed by Mayor McKean, Chair of the Library Board, 
and Maurice Pepper, Vice-Chair, which appeared as a paid insert 
in the pages of The Blue Mountains Review last month, has 
sparked the latest controversy surrounding the Library Board.  
The letter, more than any other issue to date, prompted a flood 
of letters to the editor to the Citizens’ Pages. (see Citizens’ 
Letters section) 

The letter was supposedly a response to Paul Wilson, the Chair 
of Voices of Our Community For Accountable Leadership’s 
(VOCAL’s) open letter to the Library Board, which was received 
by the Library Board for information at its meeting of July 20

th
 

and which was in large part reproduced in these pages last 
month.  

While Mr. Wilson’s letter was very fulsome in addressing issues 
raised by the recent Strategic Planning Committee, and was 
signed in his capacity as Chair of VOCAL, the response inserted in 
The Blue Mountains Review was very short, addressed none of 
the issues raised by VOCAL, and was  addressed to Mr. Wilson 
personally, at his home, and included personal information such 
as his address and e-mail. 

Many in the community questioned whether this was a violation 
of Mr. Wilson’s privacy. Apparently, it was. 

In response to questions by the Citizens’ Pages, Cindy Weir, 
Acting CEO of the Library commented as follows: 

“The Board provided the appropriate direction respecting the 
preparation of a response.” “The Board realized that Mr. 
Wilson’s personal information had been published in error and 
has taken steps to address the matter pursuant to the 
Information and Privacy Commissioner’s protocol.  We have 
written to Mr. Wilson to advise him of the Board’s error and have 
also reported the situation to the Information and Privacy 
Commissioner.  We are working with that office to ensure that 
our responsibilities are being met.” 

When contacted by the Citizens’ Pages, Mr. Wilson commented 
as follows: 

“Ms. Weir’s response to the Citizens’ Pages is not entirely true. 
The only letter I received in the matter was not from the Library 
Board, but from the Toronto-based legal firm, Aird & Berlis LLP, 
who introduced themselves as “counsel” for the Library Board. 
The letter was not to “advise” me (as if I needed to be told) of the 
Board’s error, but to acknowledge my complaint to the Town 
Clerk and confirm that “a privacy breach has occurred.” The 
letter also contained, “on behalf of the Library Board,” a “sincere 
apology.” Parts of Ms. Weir’s response to the Citizens’ Pages are 
direct but unacknowledged quotes from the Aird & Berlis letter 
to me. I have yet to receive a response, sincere or otherwise, 
from anyone on the Board itself. 

The real issue, however, is not the breach of privacy. It’s the 
deliberate misrepresentation, by John McKean and Maurice 
Pepper, not just of the contents of my open letter to the Board on 
behalf of VOCAL, but more seriously, of what VOCAL stands for 
and what it hopes to accomplish. For the year-and-a-half of its 
existence, VOCAL’s mission has been to help restore public 
confidence in the governance of the Blue Mountains Public 
Library. Inevitably, we have been critical of missteps by the 
Board, but our comments have always been in the spirit of the 
Board’s stated goal of achieving “positive, respectful relations 
and communications.” McKean and Pepper’s “disappointment” 
that we don’t support that goal is completely disingenuous, and  

 

 

 

 

 

Water Treatment Plant Projects $720,000 

over budget 

On September 21
st

 Council approved a $720,000 increase for Clean 
Water and Wastewater Fund (CWWF) Projects. The CWWF is a 
federal program  with Federal government is providing up to 50% 
funding and the Provincial government will invest up to 25% in 
these projects, with the Town covering the rest of the costs.  

The projects being funded are  

1) Roof replacements at the Thornbury Waste Water Treatment 
Plant and the Thornbury Water Treatment Plant 

2) Replacing the existing back-up generators at Elgin and Moore 
Sewage Pumping Stations, and  

3) Replacing the UV disinfection units at both the Craigleith and 
the Thornbury WWTP facilities. 

After reviewing the original estimates for the projects it appears as 
though the budgeted costs were underestimated.  Staff suspect 
that with the availability of other work for contractors, constrained 
time lines, and tendering late in the construction season, the Town 
has experienced inflated bid results. 

The decision to proceed in spite of the inflated costs was 
influenced by the fact that if the projects can be more than 60% 
completed by March 2018, the projects will have a significant 
portion paid for through grants from both the Federal and 
Provincial Governments through the CWWF.  
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Good News for Woodland Park 

Residents : Grey County joins TBM 

Council in Rejecting Two New Road 

Crossings of Georgian Trail 

 
In our June Issue we reported that Council had listened to the 
Woodland Park residents and directed staff to inform the County 
of Grey and the Ministry of Transportation that Council of the 
Town of The Blue Mountains does not support the 
recommendation in the Environmental Assessment to close the 
intersections at Woodland Park Road and Lakewood Drive onto 
Highway 26, and from Woodland Park Road onto Grey Road 40, 
in spite of the Town’s earlier position on the matter. This would 
have meant two new roads constructed across the Georgian Trail. 

At Monday night’s council meeting Council received a letter from 
Grey County addressed to the Ministry of Transport outlining 
their support for the residents’ position.  

It shows that sometimes our elected representatives do listen. 

Now it’s up to the Ministry of Transport, an arm of the provincial 
government to follow through.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Citizen’s Letters 

Re: Insert article “The Michael Seguin Affair Exposed” 

I read the rather extensive exposure of the allegations against 
Councillor Seguin in your recent Citizens’ Pages insert in “The Blue 
Maintain Review “and had these thoughts. 

Firstly, I was hoping that your summary of the details of the 
complaints against Councillor Seguin was incomplete – not 
because I wish to see the Councillor further persecuted, but 
because I can’t believe that this matter is the result of the details 
you reported on. How can it be that the Town Council has been so 
preoccupied with what amounts to name calling and hurt feelings! 
I would expect this behavior from children in the school yard and 
not my Town Council! Frankly, I would expect my elected 
representatives to aggressively press for fiscal prudence and not 
be deterred by hurt feelings at the staff level. 

Secondly, there are no more pressing matters than this to 
consume my tax dollars?  Really? 

Thanks for the reminder that a municipal election is on the 
horizon. Time to let these children return to the real schoolyard 
and not Council!                               

Yours truly, Rob Sampson 

Justice must not only be done, it must be seen to be 
done  
The recent article concerning the Seguin affair and the allegations 
copied from court documents setting out what were the basis of 
his sanctioning were, to say the least, interesting. 

These allegations are subjective, hypothetical and extremely 
general. Are there specific instances of individual staff being 
harassed ? 

A year ago I sent a letter to our Mayor, with copies to all members 
of Council asking a number of questions, some of pertaining to the 
Seguin affair. Despite a follow up there was no response from 
anyone. Because actions speak louder than words this is another 
example of a lack of transparency from our elected officials. I 
might add there were no accusatory statements in my letter, 
merely questions. 

There is a saying in legal circles which is: 

"Justice must not only be done, it must be seen to be done" 

If these reported allegations are all there is, and formed the basis 
of the Seguin sanctioning then from my perspective I say, "Shame 
on the Mayor, Shame on Council. No wonder the allegations were 
not publicized. Frankly, I also feel a Shame on Staff may also be 
warranted.    Don Green 

The Big Question Is: Is This So Called Investigation 
Credible? 
Dear Editor of the Citizen’s Pages: 
This Letter is Written without Prejudice 
I am the wife of Councillor Michael Seguin, and I want to thank 
you for the latest issue of the Citizen’s Pages, and more  
 

 

Welcome to the Citizens’ Pages 

This is the eleventh monthly issue of the Citizen’s Pages, a citizen 
funded insert into the Blue Mountains Review.  This insert allows 
for an extra four pages of news about what is going on in our 
Town. 
If you like reading us, please follow the link and make a 
donation to keep us going. We can’t do it without your support!  
We have managed to raise enough to survive for our first 
eleven issues, but we are surviving month to month.  
https://www.gofundme.com/Citizens-Page-in-the-Blue-Mts-
Review  Donations can also be made to the Citizens’ Pages care 
of The Blue Mountains Review and be dropped off at Riverside 
Graphics in Clarksburg. All of the funds we receive go towards 
printing and distribution. All content and editing is provided by 
citizen volunteers.                                        Alar Soever, Editor 

 

COUNTDOWN TO THE NEXT ELECTION 

Less than 384 days 

The next municipal election will be held Monday, 

October 22, 2018. It’s never too early to get to know 

your Town and the issues, so you can make an 

informed choice. 

Poor Turnout at Grey County Official 

Plan Consultation in TBM 

Only 11 people from the community were in attendance when 
Grey County was in Town on September 21

st
 seeking input on 

Recolour Grey, the Grey County Official Plan update.  The poor 
turnout was surprising given the amount of attention the amount 
our tax dollars going to Grey County has received in recent times.   
A Staff Presentation covered, what is an Official Plan, how does 
an Official Plan Impact Me, what is Recolour Grey, explanations 
of the  five themes and what’s happened so far and the 
remainder of the process to develop a new County Official Plan. 
After this attendees were given the opportunity to provide input 
on each of the 5 themes. 
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Citizen’s Letters Continued 

specifically the article titled The Michael Seguin Affair Exposed.  

For over a year now Michael and I have lived under a dark cloud of 
speculation as to what kind of terrible crimes he was accused of.  I 
am happy that the public now knows exactly what those were. 
As I methodically read through the documents that the Citizen’s 
Pages posted online, I was surprised to find that in the 
Investigation Report by Bernard and Associates a conversation I 
had at a Town Christmas party is now cited as an example of 
intimidating comments and attributed to Michael. 

The Investigation Report, Page 5, states, “The witness stated that 
the Respondent has a habit of making comments that can be 
interpreted by staff as intimidating. One example was related to a 
bylaw officer who was approached by the Respondent at the 
Christmas party and asked when xx would retire.  The witness 
stated that it is the Respondent’s approach and tone that makes 
people uneasy”. 

I was personally astounded by this statement and I will attest to 
the fact that it was not Councillor Michael Seguin, but I, who 
asked the question “When will you get to retire?” It was the 
second and last Christmas Party (Western Theme) that we 
attended, and I can vividly describe where I was standing at the 
Beaver Valley Community Centre,and the time of the evening 
when I had this conversation with this individual.  I have known 
this person for over 30 years and was having what I thought was a 
friendly, comfortable conversation.   

I am truly dumbfounded that an innocent conversation that I had 
can be turned into ammunition for an attack on my husband. 

THE BIG QUESTION IS: IS THIS SO CALLED INVESTIGATION 
CREDIBLE? 

Catherine Sholtz-Seguin 

Strange Letter Deserves Apology 
Paul Wilson, a resident of the Town of the Blue Mountains, is a 
gentleman: articulate, thoughtful and endlessly gracious. I am 
proud to call him a friend. Paul is a writer, editor and translator. 
For a while he edited the magazine called "The Walrus".  Paul is a 
man of letters. Nay, not just letters, but words, paragraphs and 
entire novels as well. His love of books has led him to become a 
staunch defender of our local library, the L. E. Shore Memorial. 

Imagine my surprise, then, when I received the following letter, on 
Library letterhead, placed as an insert in the recent copy of The 
Blue Mountain Review. It was addressed not to me, but to Mr. 
Wilson. It was written by Mayor John McKean (library board chair) 
and Maurice Pepper (vice-chair). I include it here in its entirety. 
(Bold and parentheses theirs'.) 

Mr. Wilson, 

The Library Board received your open letter dated July 19 at its July 
20, 217 meeting. We remain committed to the goal of positive 
respectful relations and communications. 

"The Library Board, together with our CEO, Staff and Community 
Members, will work collaboratively to strengthen, build and 
maintain positive, respectful relationships and communications." 

We are disappointed that you do not feel that you can support this 
goal. 

We represent the majority of people in this community and will 
continue to move forward. 

Since I received this letter at my home here in Kolapore, I thought,  

 
 

 

well, this is odd, but perhaps Paul intends to move to my house. 
Further consideration led me to conclude that this must be false, 
because he seems to be quite happy in Heathcote. Next, I 
decided that the post office must have screwed this up, but it 
turns out that a lot of other households have received the same 
letter. Sorry, post office! Not you either. 

So, Mayor McKean and Mr. Pepper, I gather you are involved in a 
dispute with my friend, Paul Wilson. It is logical to conclude that 
the dispute involves the library, and, most probably with Mr. 
Wilson's involvement with the local citizens' group called VOCAL, 
which was founded primarily to defend the library. Since your 
letter offers no background or context, or anything at all from 
Mr. Wilson himself, whom I know to be a decent, honourable 
and civilized individual, I am forced to conclude that, for reasons 
of your own, you have decided to drag his good name through 
the mud. After all, if people don't know Mr. Wilson, and some do 
not, (their loss) they might conclude that he is some sort of 
disreputable ne'er-do-well who has little regard for "positive, 
respectful communications".  

Mr. McKean and Mr. Pepper, a loutish, insipid, irresponsible 
letter like yours, impinging on the character of one of its finest 
citizens, is not really a shining example of "positive, respectful 
communications", now is it?  

I look forward to a full, unreserved apology, from both of you, to 
Mr. Paul Wilson. The front page of the next edition of the Blue 
Mountain Review should be sufficient. I think they can find room 
enough. 

One more thing: the two of you sure as hell do not represent me. 

Sincerely yours, Richard Griffith 

The incoming CEO is fortunate that Paul Wilson and 
so many like him have the best interests of the 
Library and its staff at heart. 
Like many in the community I am troubled by the 
McKean/Pepper open letter to Paul Wilson. 

Their letter suggests that Paul’s letter was not read – or has been 
and its message deliberately ignored. 

Since March of last year Paul has worked tirelessly on behalf of 
the Library. He continues to do so and has made it a point to 
familiarize himself with the Ontario Libraries Act to a greater 
degree than many past and current Library Board members. 

It appears that the Board is not adhering to the simple plan that 
it laid out for itself. It is not communicating with the community 
it serves as evidenced by the findings of its recent community 
engagement sessions. The tone with which those conclusions 
were delivered is beyond belief. 

Chair/Mayor McKean has claimed many times that only a handful 
of people are concerned with this affair. He was and is wrong. 

The incoming CEO is fortunate that Paul Wilson and so many like 
him have the best interests of the Library and its staff at heart. 

John Milne, Former Member of the Library Board 

The 2018 elections simply cannot arrive soon enough   
An Open Letter to the Town of the Blue Mountains Library Board 
and the Public.        September 6th, 2017 

Since March of 2016, Paul Wilson (chair of Voices of Our 
Community for Accountable Leadership) has been polite, 
articulate and unwavering in his attempt to not only seek justice 
for the restructuring fiasco at the L.E. Shore, but he has also been 
the watchdog for this Library Board, working tirelessly to expose  
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Come out and meet people who are interested in what is going 
on in the Town, and what is before Council. All citizens are 
invited to drop in at the Community Room at Corner Café on 
most Monday nights between 4 and 7 (except for holiday 
weekends) for some socializing and friendly discussion on the 
issues facing the Town and what is on the Council Agenda. 
Come, meet new friends, listen, and have your say.  
Rules: Be polite, respect other people’s opinions, and if you don’t 
agree with them, just remember: They have the right to be 
wrong.  

 

Citizen’s Letters Continued 

the numerous faults and the reckless governance of your group.  
To single this man out by using a five-sentence attack ad, paid 
for by the taxpayers of this great community, is not only petty 
and patronizing, it proves a point that bullying is alive and well 
in the Town of the Blue Mountains. 

Will you be taking out attack ads for every citizen who stands up 
against your poor decisions and lack of judgement?  If so, you 
will need to address those letters to an extensive portion of our 
population. In your letter to Mr. Wilson you state that you 
represent “the majority of the people in this community”.  And 
that is where you fail as leaders.  You represent everyone in the 
community, including the thousands of people who have stood 
up against this Board, and this Mayor, since March of 2016. 

The 2018 elections simply cannot arrive soon enough.   

Patrick Delaney, Thornbury, ON 

Please take a moment to reflect on your actions.  
An Open Letter to the Town of the Blue Mountains Library 
Board, and the Public. September 6th, 2017 

To Chair John McKean, Vice Chair Maurice Pepper. and the 
Library Board. 

I am quite frankly appalled by the inclusion of your letter 
(response to Paul Wilson’s open letter July 19th, 2017) in the 
Blue Mountain Review.  

For the Chair and Vice Chair to single out Paul Wilson in this 
manner is shameful, and for the Library Board to agree to use 
public funds to further a petty grievance against an individual in 
our community, is truly concerning. 

Paul is a true advocate of the L.E Shore Library and has devoted 
countless hours to try and get our Library back on track.  

For you to publicly suggest that he does not support “the goal of 
working collaboratively together to strengthen, build and 
maintain positive, respectful relationships and communications” 
is vindictive and dishonest. 

How can you publish this and in the same letter say you are 
committed to the goal of positive respectful relations and 
communications?  

Please take a moment to reflect on your actions.  

Respectfully,  Julia Hinds, Town of Blue Mountains resident 

Who, one may ask, is exacerbating the situation? 
Dear Editor and Fellow Citizens: 

Some may wonder why the Library continues to be a focus of 
contention. 

For over a year and a half the Library Board has refused to 
acknowledge or understand that the wholesale firing of staff left 
many loyal library patrons angry and hurt. 

Those firings were what led to a critical look at how the Library 
was being run, and in turn, to the creation of VOCAL as an 
instrument to encourage patron involvement in support of a 
responsive Board and administration. 

If the Board now collectively states that Paul Wilson, as Chair of 
VOCAL, does not accept "the goal of positive respectful relations 
and communications," then it is deliberately misreading the 
letter and spirit of Mr. Wilson's Open Letter. 

Who, one may ask, is exacerbating the situation? 

Sincerely, Roland Gosselin, Thornbury 

 

Respect, consideration, truth, openness, 
thoughtfulness and wisdom, long overdue  
Dear Community, 

As an informed, involved and active member of my community, I 
was absolutely shocked today to read a letter from my mayor 
sent to our entire community as a response to a concern from 
another citizen. 

This response had no reference to the initial letter, publicly 
stated the address and email of a private citizen, an action that 
is totally unacceptable and completely unprofessional.  

Yesterday my husband asked 'who is Paul Wilson'? Not having 
seen the letter I responded 'oh he is a very involved citizen who 
is involved in the citizen's undertakings here in town.' I have 
written Mayor McKean to ask him to show some leadership, 
wisdom and respectability in his professional dealings. Shouting 
from a higher tower doesn't make the truth or lack thereof any 
different. 

I asked for an apology for Paul Wilson and stated that if he had 
publicly printed all of my private information I would have 
already seen a lawyer. Stating in a letter that you represent a 
majority of people in this community does not make it so. What 
you need to be reminded of is that as Mayor you represent 
EVERYONE in this community, it is your job. 

Everyone wants to move forward, and this can continue if our 
Mayor would stop moving sideways. This latest transgression is 
so revealing, it is shocking. As I stated to Mr. McKean, I wouldn't 
accept this behavior from the students I deal with on the school 
yard. Respect, consideration, truth, openness, thoughtfulness 
and wisdom, long overdue.                          

Maureen Munden 

 

We gladly accept letters to the editor. Please be advised that these letters will be reviewed & 

published at the discretion of our Editor. Please limit your letters to 200 words or less. You can 

email your letters to tbmcitizens@gmail.com. Please include a phone number for validation. 

By submitting a Letter to the Editor you agree to be bound by the following terms and 

conditions: You may not use a false e-mail address, impersonate any person or entity, or 

otherwise mislead as to the origin of submitted material. You agree to be fully responsible for 

your own submissions.  You agree to grant The Citizens’ Pages a right to use your name and 

other identifying information you provide in connection with that letter. You agree to indemnify 

and hold the Citizens’ Pages and its associates harmless from any claims, damages, losses or 

costs that arise out of any Letter to the Editor that you submit, including, without limitation, 

any material submitted or otherwise provided by you that infringes upon any copyright, 

trademark, or intellectual property right of any person, defames any person, or violates any 

person’s rights of publicity or privacy. 
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